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As per your request, ICNL has researched the extent to which countries compile and publish tax and other aggregate statistics on the NGO sector.  Several countries including Belgium, Canada and the United States do so, but the practice is not widespread.  A comprehensive Internet search of current practices in Latin and Central America revealed that many countries maintain general information on the NGOs sector but do not collect or publicly distribute comprehensive financial statistics on the sector.   

In an attempt to fill this information void, the United Nations’ Statistics Division (UNSD) and the Johns Hopkins University recently collaborated on a major initiative to facilitate the collection of statistics on the NGO sector.  The institutions published a Handbook on Nonprofit Institutions in the System of National Accounts which proposes guidelines formulated to help national statistical offices develop a clearer picture of the activities of nonprofit institutions in their countries as a part of their official statistical systems. 
  The Handbook proposes a strategy that includes the collection of information related to sector production, revenues, outlays, consumption and accumulation, and assets and liabilities.  Several countries including Israel, Italy, Australia and the United States have already adopted the recommendations detailed in the Handbook, and the institutions are working with other developed and developing countries to do the same.  

Where countries currently collect financial statistics on the NGO sector, the efforts are often in the form of one-time or periodic reports.  Belgium, for example, recently released a 75-page report that examines the size and classification of the NGO sector along with an analysis of its economic impact and role.
  Canada’s recently released 46-page report, “The Canadian Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector in Comparative Perspective,” examines the economic impact, the financial viability, the service provision, and the future of the NGO sector in Canada.
  The United States’ Internal Revenue Service (IRS) publishes a number of reports and statistics regarding tax-exempt organizations including reports on the number of organizations filing a tax return by type and by location as well as in-depth studies of the sector’s activities.
  
Currently, in Latin America, several countries, including Argentina, Bolivia, El Salvador and Peru, maintain NGO registries.  These and other Latin and Central American governments, however, do not publicly distribute financial statistics on the NGO sector.  Bolivia’s national registry of NGOs purportedly includes sources of NGO financing but their 2004 registry does not include said information.  There is promising evidence that some Latin American countries are recognizing the importance of and need for statistics collection.  Currently, the UNSD and Johns Hopkins are working with statistical offices in Chile and Argentina to implement the Handbook recommendations.  The results of these efforts are not yet available, but once they are, we would be pleased to share them with you.  

Please let us know if you have any questions regarding the information provided.  We look forward to providing additional assistance.  

� For more information visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.jhu.edu/gnisp/news.html" ��http://www.jhu.edu/gnisp/news.html�.  


� See �HYPERLINK http://www.nbb.be/Dq/f/dq3/histo/NFDS01.pdf ��http://www.nbb.be/Dq/f/dq3/histo/NFDS01.pdf�.


� See �HYPERLINK http://www.nonprofitscan.ca/pdf/jhu_report_en.pdf ��http://www.nonprofitscan.ca/pdf/jhu_report_en.pdf�.


� For more information, please see � HYPERLINK "http://www.irs.gov/taxstats/charitablestats/index.html" \o "http://www.irs.gov/taxstats/charitablestats/index.html" �http://www.irs.gov/taxstats/charitablestats/index.html�.
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